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Skyline Queenstown Recognises Wakatipu Volunteers 
 
Skyline Queenstown has partnered with Volunteer South - Central Lakes to thank the Volunteers of the 
COVID19 Welfare Response Team in the Wakatipu Basin.  
 
The initiative coincides with National Volunteer Week, which celebrates and honours volunteers in 
New Zealand.   
 
Since March, over 150 volunteers have helped as part of COVID19 Welfare Response Team in the 
Wakatipu Basin. Volunteers assisted with delivering groceries to vulnerable people, making regular 
phone calls to check in on those isolating, helping with admin and IT support, forming huge needs 
assessment teams, distributing vouchers to those in financial difficulty and supporting the work of 
Salvation Army whose donations and demand for donations went through the roof. 
 
Wayne Rose, General Manager of Skyline Queenstown, says “these unprecedented times have been 
extremely challenging and our vibrant and diverse community is one of the worst affected in the 
country. The road to recovery will be long and hard for many but wouldn’t be possible without all the 
wonderful people who selflessly volunteer their time and energy to help others.  
 
“Since re-opening the Gondola in May, we’ve received phenomenal support from our local and 
regional community. We feel it’s only appropriate that we recognise the fantastic volunteers who 
played a crucial part in supporting our community.”  
 
As a thank you, each volunteer in the COVID 19 Welfare Team will receive a Gondola Annual Pass, 
giving a year-long access to Skyline’s unique activities, such as unlimited Gondola rides and discounted 
Luge rides. 
 
“It’s a small token of our appreciation; to say thank you for helping our community. And it will 
hopefully give the Volunteers a chance to come up for a bit of fun, after months of tirelessly helping 
others,” says Mr. Rose. 
 
During COVID 19 our country’s volunteers rallied to keep communities connected, to help them get 
well, stay well, and to answer the call to unite and be kind.  
 
Gillian White, Manager of Volunteer South - Central Lakes, says “Many of the welfare team have been 
volunteering since March, up to four days a week so it’s great to be able to say thank you and 
celebrate the Volunteers who have shown considerable commitment to the welfare of others.” 
 
National Volunteer Week 2020 runs from June 21-27. This year’s theme is ‘Te Hua o te Mahi Tahi I The 
benefit of working together’. Join us this National Volunteer Week to celebrate how our communities 
are stronger when working together. 
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Skyline Queenstown General Manager Wayne Rose, Volunteering South – Central Lakes’ Coordinator 
Kirsty Miles, and Covid19 Welfare Response Volunteer David Dewhurst.  
 
For further information, please contact:  
Skyline Queenstown General Manager, Wayne Rose: 027 435 6461 wayne.rose@skyline.co.nz  
Volunteer South - Central Lakes Manager, Gillian White: 027 506 5705 
 
About Skyline Queenstown  
Skyline Queenstown is New Zealand’s most popular ticketed attraction with over 2.7 million visitors in 
the past three years and nearly 20 million visitors since our humble beginnings in 1967. With 
panoramic views of Lake Wakatipu and the surrounding mountains, there is no better place to 
experience the beauty of Queenstown than a visit to Skyline Queenstown on Bob’s Peak.  
Accessed by scenic gondola from the heart of Queenstown, Skyline Queenstown offers unforgettable 
fun for all ages – be it luging on the globally recognised luge tracks, access to mountain biking on the 
30 world-class downhill trails or experiencing the best of local and international cuisine high amongst 
some of the world’s greatest scenery.  
For more information, please visit the Skyline Queenstown website at skyline.co.nz/queenstown. 


